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To my worthy and much reſpe&ed 
Friend, Mrs. Margaret Adams, the 
forrowful Relict of the deceaſed : 
And to the reſt of his near and 
dear Relations. 


My Dcar Friends, 


Ictory over death, as It was one 
of the blefled fruits of our Sa- 
2104urs death and reſurrection, 

and 1s one of the glorious priviledges 

of thoſe that believe i him ; ſo if it had 
een repreſented unto you by the hand of 
that bappy Comprehenſor, who now tri= 
umpheth in. the accompliſhment of it, might 
have appeared hke Apelles his Pifture 
drawn by h1s own hand, or like Ceſars Con- 
queſts by. himſelf recorded in his own Com- 
mentrtariCcs. 

But that the Diſcourſe upon it fell n= 


to an band. ſo unſuitable to. the ſuljef, the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
mirfurtant ts. imputable. to the charity of 
Yom that'madehs:\ſurvey of; ithe perſon with 
the charitable 'eye of a Friend, and com= 
mitted a matter of ſuch weight, like a beau= 
tiful Face ro a ſorry Lamner, or a rare 
Atchievement to,an unsiful Herald, only 
becauſe he had a Kkindnels for him. 

That the repreſentation of this Vieto= 
ry appeareth mithout the Walls, where it 
was-once dioulged, ſtands charged upon your 
candour, that entertamned this ſudden pro= 
dutftion with more friendlineſs than the Pa= 
rent had for it. : 

I ſhall not- mention either the ſbortneſs of 
the time alotted for the compoſure," or the 
mtervening occaſuons that difuried it ; nor 
yet the hittle leaſure I bad for reviewing 
and tranſcribing the Notes; but leave it to 
the courteous interpretation of thoſe, that 
by knowing how to do\far better; do know 
alſo how \ts' bear \ypith the umperfeftronsvof 
"others. 2 ff For 
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For your own parts, I look upon your re= 
queſt for. making this publick, as the deſire 
of true Friends to retain the PiEture of a 
deceaſed Brother, when the Prototype is re= 
moved from them: Or like the ambition of 
the primitive Chriſtians, to preſerve the 
memory of the Martyrs and Confeſſore, that 
were gone before them, and had taken hea= 
ven by violence, Mar. 11. 12. 

He hath run his part of the Chriſtian 
Race, and hath delrvered the Lamp to us 
that are left. God grant that me may not 
be flothful, but followers of him, and 
of all others, who\through faith and 
patience do inherit the promiſes, He. 
6,12. 

Though T know you have other and. grea= 
ter matters to dran you to haſten home= 
ward, yet I preſume this will make an ad- 
dition to the reſt, that you may be joined to 
our good Friend that freperk and to the 


reſt 
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reſt of that general Aſſembly, and 
Church of the Firſt-born that are 
written in Heaven, even to the Spirits 
of juſt men made perfect, Heb.1 2.23. 

I doubt not, but you have thoſe comforts 
from Gods good Spirit, that will ſupport 
you under ſo great a loſs: And that this 
ſmall memorial of our Reverend Friend 
may be a mean to ſtir up you, and his late 
Pariſbroners, and all others that may caſt 
their eyes upon theſe lines, to fight the 
good fight of Faith, that they may at= 
tain vietory in the great conflict, and 
| finally attam everlaſing hife, is the hearty 
Prayer of 


Trax Your ſympathizing Friend 
I 22, 
1676. and unworthy Brother, 


Paul Latham, 


Viftory over Death. 


A SERMON 


ON 
1 CORINTH. XV. 57. 


But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
v1Aory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I the Interment of a good Chriſtzan afford matter of ſo- 


lemn thoughts to that Miniſter, who ſeriouſly conſiders 
ſuch men to be as the Grape-gleanings of the Vintage, 
Mic. 79.1. If the parting with a dcar and 7utimate 
Friend, be tedious to him that conſiders ſueh an one to be 
more pretious than the Gold of Ophir. If the tranſlation 


of a dear Brother, and faithful Labourer, from ſerving God 


in his Church on carth, to attending on him, and enjoying 
him in heaven, do cauſe ſad thoughts of heart in him, that 
duly ſurveys the greatneſs of #he Harveſt. Once more, if 
the removal of a Mn:ſter, that was in his life time a burn- 
ing and ſhining hight, be to a conſiderate Pariſhioner like 
the ſetting of the Sun in the Firmament : Then all theſe 
circumſtances combined in the ſad occaſion of this ſolermn 
Aſſembly, may juſtly render it very monrnful ro me. 
To whom the greatneſs of grief might moſt juſtly have 
enjoined /ilence, had not the earneſt requeſt of our Revercnd 
Brother now with God ( which had the power of a command 


upon me ) appointed ſpeaking to be my work this or. 
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Who if he had alſo thought fir, to have ſuggeſted words 
for my [::4jef? at this time, they miglt ave becn like the 
Manile of Elijah, attended with ſome of his $:1:z4 and 
thereby, bezng derd, he would once morc have {poFen £110 
nou, Feb. 11, 4. | 

But ſceing it was his p!icaſure 10 repoſe that cenfidence ;n 
me, as to leave the choice of a ſubicct ro the conduct of 
my own thoughts, I ſhall not diſappoint his expeRation by 
Eratifying my own paſſion. For then, ro expreſs my tender 
— —_— I might have inſiſtcd upon ſuch words as 
thoſe of David, I am diſlreſſed for thee, my Brother Juna- 
than! tery pleaſant haſt thou been wito me; thy love to me 
was wonderful, paſſing the love of women, 2 Sam. 1. 26, 
Or rather, ro expreſs a more honourable and reverent affetti- 
0n, more ſuitable to my juniority in years, and deficiency 
' In attainments, I might have ſpoken of him, and by a figure 
ro him, in ſuch words as thoſe of the King of Iþ-ael to the 
Propher, My father, my father, the chariots of Iſrael, and 
the horſemen thereof ! 2 King. 13,14. | CE 

But inſtead of humouring my felt ( which would be a ve 
unſuitable deſign in him that ſteps up into the Chair of 74 
worthy and ſelt-denying a man of God ), I ſhall rather chuſe 
r0 _—_ unto you, your late Reverend Miniſter, now 
dead, in /zving colours; and in his example and attainments, 
r0 ſer before you at once your duty and happineſs in obtain- 
ing a glorious and comfortable vitFory over death. And for. 
this end I have choſen to inſiſt upon this portion of Scrip- 
ture, Thanks be to God, which hath gruven us the vittory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. v 

Which words are the refult of the Apoftles joyful pre- 
apprehending by the eye of - Faith, that __ which ſhall 
hereafter be compleated to Believers oyer the laſt great ene- 


my. Ver. 54. He ſtretcheth forward his head to look noon 
is, 
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this. So when this corruptible ſhall have put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal ſhall have put on immortality, then 


ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death 


is [wallowed up in viffory, Whereupon he ſubjoineth a 
confident challenge to death, or rather, he mantully defieth 
it, v.55, O death, where is thy ſting ? O grave, where 55 
thy witfory? Which he further amplifieth, by repreſenting 
the length and ſtrength of Deaths weapons, v. 56. The ſtzmeg 
of death is ſin, and the ſtrength of ſim is the Law, And 
concludes with this irwixtey, or ſong of !r;umph, in the 
words I have choſen to inſiſt upon; But thanks be to 
—— aw giveth us the viftory through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Whercin we have this bleſſed Apoſtle expreſſing the con- 
rage, and yet the humz/iiy of a Chriſtian : His confidence 
through Faith, and withal the lowly deference that he owns 
to Almighty God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Or more particularly, we have the true Chriſtians victory 
oycr Death : 

Hirſt, joy fully reported, mui Td vix@, 2 vittory fo 15s 
Chriſtuans vver Death. 

Secondly, thankfully reſented, ae 76 IHirlt figin, thanks 
be to him that grveth us thu Tiftory, 

Thirdly, the Author of ir acknowledged and magnified, 
76 IN Iv eps, thinks be to Ged. 

tourthly, the procuring or meritorious cauſe of this vi- 
&ory /iemfied, Id Fs xe indy Ins3 xau?, through our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt. 

I begin with the joyfal report of this victory over Death, 
Suir 73 vixG. This word Tzf7ory, is a martial term, and inr 
timateth : , 

Firſt, that Death is an Fremy. There may be an obliging 
victory in the friendly conteſts of Lovers, who endeavour 
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to ontliryp each other in offices of kindneſs and good-will. But 
this viory is of..another nature; it is like the batiel of the 
warriour, with confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in blood, 
Tſa.g.5. It is the overcoming of a great and formidable ene- 
my. Such is Death ; and that, 

Firſt, To the ya/mral concerns of man. To deſtroy cither 
the Soul or Body of man, is a work beyond the reach of 
-Death, or any other, on this ſide that infinite power that 
.madc them both. But what Death aims ar, is the ſepara- 
{nz of theſe old friends, and diſſolving the ano that was 
ſo intimate between them. 

And this is that which Nature ſo induſtriouſly endeavou- 
reth to maintain, that the diſſolution muſt be an ac of great 
violence to it. | 

To maintain tiis union, Nature is not on'y forward to 
eratifie ſenſe, by cating and drinking what is pleaſant and 
delightful ; but ſomerimes content to affront and amnoy it, 
by ſubmitring to ſevere abſtinences, laborious exerciſes, un- 
grateful and nauſcous doſes of Phyſick. To maintain this, 
the moſt greedy Mammonzſt will break off ſome pieces of 
his adored Idol, employing his bags to compaſs this great- 
eſt purchaſe of continued health. Yea the induſtrious Mer- 
chant will diſcharge his Ship of the moſt promiſing return, 
ro ſecure what he accounts the moſt precious thing aboard, 
his life. To continue this union, how many are content to 
undergo the tediouſneſs of a, /ngering d:ſtemper, and chuſe a 
dying life before death ir ſelf? To maintain this, how many do 
meet force with force, and make their nezghbours life a com- 
mutation for their own? Yea for this end, how oft do men 
expoſe, and ſometimes yeild to part with ſome of the leſs 
uſctul members of their own bodies, to ſecure, by compo- 
Fition, the health of the whole ? 

All which heweth, how carneſt deſires, and what dili- 

gent 
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gent care Nature hath infpired us with, of maintaining this 
union of Soul and Body, and perpetuating it as far as may 
be: And conſequently, what an enemy Death is, in attemprt- 
ing the diſlolurion thereof, 

Secondly, to a man in his ora? concerns, Death is an. 
enemy. Even a criminal, while he can eſcape the arreſt 
of the Law, thinks the beſt of his own condition ; and a 
fenner, while he can hold up his head in the land of the 
living, is apt to bleſs himſelf in his own ſanguine conceits, 
and ro laugh ar the doctrine of a Judgment to come. 

Bur look what an enemy the M:2/-fttor eſteems him, that 
hales him before an earthly Tribunal ; or a Debtor him that 
calls him to account for his ſcores ; ſuch an enemy doth 
every man that knows himſelf ro have offended, and hath nor 
ſued out his pardon ; every man thar hath run in ſcoye to 
Gods juſtice, and hath nor applied himſelf to that Surety 
thar ſo graciouſly offers to pay his debts, eſteems Death; 
that comes to bring him betore Almighty God, as a righre- 
oas 7ude, from whom he may expect a dreadful ſentence, 
and the great Creditor, to whom he knows himſelf not re- 
ſponfible. | 

Secondly, this term Vi&tory, ſuppoſeth a coyfif#F. Over 
2 (oward that darcs not ro fight, or a Tows thar ſurrenders. 
upon fummons, we are not ordinari y ſaid ro obtain a viRto- 
ry. This is properly the efſe& of ſtrugling and ffriving for 
miſtery. And with this enemy, Death, every man hath a 
great conflict. And that both 

Firſt, Emmy, at a diſtance, when it threatens 'us, and 
this it begerteth. fear ; which is a paſſion' that commonly 
makes impreſſion, cfpecially upon perſons-of ſoft and tender 
natures, not inferiour ro thoſe that artend the approaches 
of evil. Eſpecially, O death, how bitter 13 the remembrance 
of thee to a manu that trurs ng tt the enjoyment of 1s 
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friends, to him that is quiet and proſperous in his buſineſs, 
and to him that hath an appetite, and can reliſh his meat ! 
Eccluf. 41. 1. 

This is ſuch a conflict as doth quzetos [ollicztare, diſquiets 
thoſe that arc at eaſe zy/ Son, and diſturbs them that are 
ſetled upon their Lees. To think, that this healthy body 
mult c're long be diſtempered with dzſeaſes; that thoſe plec- 
ſares that have bcen the darlings of their ſouls, mult ever- 


laſtingly forfake rhem ; that thoſe »:ches for which they. 


have toiled and labourcd, muſt 77he themſelves wings and 
for ever fly away; yea, that this ſtately and beauriful {truEture 
of the body mult ycild to diſſolution, and (which is more 
dreadtul than all the reſt) that when the duſt ſhall return to 
the earth, the [pirit ſhall return to God that gave it, Eccl. 
12. 7. to paſs an account of the things which it hath done 
in the body, and to recerve a reward according to them, whe- 
ther they be good or evil, 2Cor. 5.10. This is that terror 
of the Lord, through which ſo many are all therr life time 
ſubjeft to bondage, Heb. 2. 16. | 
Secondly, and eſpecially, Cominxs, when Death comes 
to conflict with us hand to hand, when the bartel is ſet in 
array, and plu minantia pilis. Can thy heart endure, or 
thy hands be ſlrong in the day when God thus deatet with 
thee? Ezek. 22, 14. | 
When Death is repreſented in its moſt ord/nary habit, this 
ghaſtly Skeleton, armed with Scyth and Spade , beſer 
with the skulls and bones of dead men, as trophyes of its 
multiplied conqueſts ; how diſmally doth it look ! how far 
{rom the aſpeC of one that deſigns to court delicate Ladies! 
yea more like to a Mormo deligned to _—_— mankind. 
But eſpecially when it clothes it ſelf in an habit of extraord:- 


ary terror,when it appears in the ſcarlet cloak of a violent ca- }.- 
Zenture, inthe purple robes of a peſtilential feaver ; when it 


cnamels 
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enamels its moans with the foe, or ſtains them with the 
ſtrangnry ; or when it comes raging in a violent and maſlcrleſs 
fhrenzy. In a word, when it endcavours to appcar more 
formidable than ir ſelf, who ever could pretend to ſuch ſtrength 
as ſhould nor grow feeble, or to ſuch hardineſs as ſhould not 
be _—_— betore it ? 

Its firſt encounter baffles the appetite, and cauſcth it to 
languith, it diſturbeth and interruptch the ſleep, weakens the 
Joynts, commands a ccf/ation of the uſual exerczſes, ſpreads 
palencis and wanneſs upon the skin. 

Its next proceedings [abject a ſtaff for the neceſſary ſupport 
of the enfeeb'ed ſtructure, call in the Druggzft ro ſupply the 
place of the Cook and Confettioner, caſt a-man upon his bed as 
the retirement of his wearied and fainting limbs, and by de- 
grecs invade the ſcats of the vztz/and animal ſpirits,afflict the 
heart with faintings, the Fead with pains, obſirud the velſcls 
ſcrving for the you of the blood and ſpirits, cauſe the 
keepers of the houſe to tremble, the ſlrong men tg bow them- 
ſetves,and thoſe that look out of the windows to grow dim for 
want of the uſual ſupply of animal ſpirits. Till at laſt the co/4 
ſweat takes poſleſſion of the Hippocratical face,the diſturbed 
ſoul ſits upon the trembling lip, rhreatning to take its leave 
of that body, where the enfeebled ſpirits will not prevail to 
fetch up that phlegm that lyes ratling and betokening ſuffo- 
cation : And then 1s the duſt preparcd to return to the duſt, 
whence it was taken. Eccl.1 2.7. Then doth man ſet forward 
in his joyrney toward his long home, and the mourners go 
about the ſtreets.Then comes a ſhrowd to be the modyſh appa- 
rel,and a ſepulcher the bed for repoſe ; then. begins this proud, 
aſpiring Nimrod to know himſelf, and to own his original, 
ſaying to corruption, thou art my father, and to the worms, 
ye are my brethren and ſiſters, ad 17,.14. Then he that ſo 


him, 
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him, is content with ſix foor of earth for his patrimony, A 
rare conqueſt, the fruit of a ſignal conflict ! 

Thirdly, vi&tory as it is here applied, ſuppoſeth Death 
accuſtomed to congier. That challenge, or triumphant inſul- 
cation, 2.55. O death, where is thy wuttory ? ſeems to ſuppoſe 
Death a tryed Champion, fleſhed in conqueſt. And if 

Firſt, we look to its power over mans 4o4dy, we muſt con- 
feſs it an irreſiitable enemy, and a conſtant vidtor, 


Pallidu mors &quo, Sc. 


It is nor the robes and pallaces of Kings, any more than 
the raps and cottages of beggars, that exempt them from the 
arreſt of this Sergeant; nenther are thoſe ſo [gh as to affrighr 
death from attempting them, nor theſe ſo /owv that ir ſhould 
ſcorn to meddle with them. Ir is not the long delay and forbear- 
ance of Death in demanding its due,that can make it forget the 
debr that is owing by rhe aged. « The ſhort hiſtories of the 
{trangely long lives of thoſe Antedeluvians,thar ſurvived the 
elapling of ſeveral hundreds of years, are every-where cloſed 
up with, and he dyed,Gen.y. Nor it is the pittitul cryings and 
ulings of the infant in ſwadling clothes * ( thar is loth to be 
tched away form its beloved breaſt, and ſeems to plead 
that it hath rafted nothing of the pleaſures, nor underitood 
the defign of its being ſet a-ſhore upon the earth ) that can 
move this Skeleron, void of bowels, ro-hold its hand, and to 
draw bark its envenonted darts : -But theſe things ure done 
in ms tree, yea in the-render plant, as well 23 a the 
£ « 2 y x ; : ; [ 


& , lt 23.37. | T 
. THe with 1 of Solomoy, or of the ſeven Sages of, Greece, 
-woulld in Yatt-have attempred ro our-wit Death. ':The 
'firength hon ay of Davids worthies, (whoſe rountenan- 
ces Were *HRETHE (onntenances of Lions, 2 Sam, v7. 10!) 
SM ” | "ih could- 
"C2be. 
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could not daunt this Meſſenger of Gods juſtice, or prevail in 
the laſt conflict with it; but cheſe alſo ycilded to be led 
in triumph by Death. 

In Gol/gotha are $kuls of all ſorts and ſizes, as tokens of 
the impartial conqueſt that Death is making. There lyes 
Abſolom fo perte& in. beaury, as well as Mephiboſbeth a de- 
formed Cripple. There lyes the wanton and amorous young- 
ſter, as well as the old man that doted and leaned on his ſtaff. 
There lyes Gol:ah a man of overgrown nature, as welt as 
David a ruddy youth. There lyes Hefor and Achilles fo 
famous for manly valour, as well as The/#es a cowardly 
and ſcditious brawler, We may ſee there, that wiſe men 
dye, as well as the fooliſh and brutiſh perſons, Pſal. 49. 10. 
There have Xerxes and all his vaſt army, that threatned to 
level the mountains, and to drink the Oceans dry, laid down 
their skuls, and owned &deaths ſoveraignty. Nor could thoſe 
many m:1/:on of millions, that like piles of graſs have ſtood 
before Death, yet blunt the edge of its Scyth, but hitherto 
it goes on conquering and to conquer. 

Secondly, if we take meaſure ot its ſtrength in arreſting 
the Soul of man, we mult needs own it as an abſolute vidor. 
It hath a ſt;ng pur into it by fin, which makes it aſſault the 
ſinner with deadly ſtrength and violence. Man by his wil- 
ful and disingenuous tranſgrefſion incurred the ſentence of 
the Law, which was Death in the comprehen/eve_notion of 
it. To bring men to that which the Scripture calls zhe ſe- 
cond death, Rev. 20.6. the former death hath commillion. 
And who is able to withſtand a Meſſenger of the Almighty, 
or refuſe appearance, when he ſummons us to that tribunal ? 

It is not mens hiding their fins ike Adim, nor covering 
them with the fig-leaves of trifling excaſcs ; it is not piling 
over the potſherd of abomination with the ſilver droſs of 


Phariſaical pretences, or outſide holineſs 5 It is no palliating 
colours, 
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colours, no cunning conteyances, no ſubril evaſions, no cri- 


tical ſubterfiges, can;deliver a man in thar Jaſt encounter, 
or ſtand him inſtead) when Dcath ſummons him to apper 


before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 10. So that in 


every reſpe&t Dcath. pleads cuſtom for the victory it de- 
mands over mankind, 
- :Bur yer Fourthly, the term here uſcd and applied to a 
Chriſtian, doth ſignifie, that a good man may obtain a witte- 
ry over this mortal enemy, in the great conflict, though ſo 
accuſtomed to conquer, and ſo proud with ſucceſs. And the 
joining of the ſub'e& we with the adjunt wiftoriouſneſs, 
thews, that it is the peculiar priziledg of truc Chriſtians, 
ſo that ſtrangers do not zntermeddle with this joy,Prov.14.1o. 
"Not that a good man can expect to be cxcmpt from the 
ſtroke of Death,nor be ſecure as to any particular me or ſec 
{on of his life, nor plead exemptiongrom any ſort of diſcaſe, 
or circumſtance of Death; for what man zs he that lrueth and 
ſhall not ſee death ? jhall he deliver his ſoul from the peter 
of the grave? T/al. 89.48. And zt is appointed for men 
( indefinitely, and without diſtinQion ) once to dye, Heb.g.27. 
This being the paſſage through which we arc to center into 
another world. But yet (though it may ſeem a wender ) 
eyen when good men are- #;/led all the day ling, they arc 
not only viftors, but more than conquerors, Rom. $. 36, 37. 
And even in dying they are troubled, but not diſtreſſed; they 
are perplexed, but not zn deſpatr ; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; 
caſt down, but not deſtroyed, 2 Cor.4.9. More particularly, 
Firſt, they arc victors over the fear of Death. Thar fcar 
that ariſeth from an apprehenſion of turning their backs up- 
on the fruzt of therr Jabours, they overcome by conſidering, 
that in heaven they have a better and more enduring ſubſtance, 
Heb.10.34. Even an inheritance mecorruptible, undefled, and 
that fadeth not awgy,reſerved m heaven for them, 1 Pet.1.4. 
That 


Vikory over Death. II 


That which ſprings from the thoughts of the d:ſo/ution 
of this beayfitul and majeſtick piece of Gods workmanſhip, 
which hath becn ſo much adored and defied, Phyl. 3. 19. is 
overcome by conſidering, that zf rhezr earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle were diſſolved, they have a building of God, an 
houſe not made <wi!h hands, eternal in the heavens, » Cor.5 1. 

That which ariſeth trom the preapprehenſion of the pains 
of death, in the violent ejedF;ng of this old inhabitant the 
Soul, from its beloved manſion the Pody, is overcome by 
conſidering, both the neceſſity of this violence, and our be- 
ing bat cxce molcſted with it, ( which are thoughts that of- 
fer themlelves to all mens conſideration ); and withall, that 
Death is a paſſzge, though a ſirair one, unto Hfe ; a Porter, 
though a rugged and ſurly one, that lets us into the Palace 
of the great _ 

And who will dread that which delivers him from ſo much 
fin and miſery, and puts him into poſſeſſion of ſo great good 
in another place ; though like the __ to Lot, it uſe ſome 

friendly. violence in haling him hence ? Gen. 19. 16. 

This makes a =o man not only to ſubmzt to death, and 
ſay, the will of the Lord be done, AFF. 21.14. and, it js the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth good in his ſight, 1 $am.3.18. 
bur further, to be de/irous to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 
as eſteeming that to Fr ret better, Phil. 1.23. yea, to 

groan, being buraened, deſiring to be clothed upon w1th their 
houſe which is from heaven, 2 (oy. 5.2. and to account 
Death as great gain, Phil. 1. 21. 

Secondly, they are conquerors over the pains of Death, ' 
which are a great evil, and ſorely preſling ro humane nature. 
Theſe a good man overcomes, not ſo as to be exempt from 
the ſame exquiſite ſenſe of pain which other perſons feel ; 
xea, God is ofttimes pleaſed, for moſt wiſe and gracious 


ends, .to exerciſe the beſt of men, under moſt redzons and 
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exquiſite pins : But yet they are conquerors in the conflict, 
though the encounter be ſharp. 

Partly, through that great meaſure of Patience which 
God gives them under his hand, which then hath the beſt 
opportunity for ſhewing #rs perfet? work, Jam. 1,3. And it 
is a glorious vitory, when patience holds our to the end, 
and this ſtrong man cannot be brought ro bow under the 
greateſt burden of extremity that can be laid upon ir; wit- 
neſs the caſe of Job, whoſe invincible patience under the 
greatelt ſufferings, was to the g/ory of God, and to his own. 
comfort and eaſe at preient, and fwure honour. 

Partly, through the ſtrength of that other grace of Fazth, 
whereby they look unto that fatherly hand that lays theſe 
things upon them, and thereby are not only drawn to a 
filial ſubmiſſion ( which gives eaſe to the mind under ſuffe- 
rings) but alſo take the advantage of deriving comfort 
from him that ſmrites, and will alſo heal them. So that 
when the outward man decayeth, the inward is renewed dy 
by diy, 2 Cor. 4.16. And withall, this grace enables a good 
man to look up into Heaven in the midit of the pains of 
Death, as St. Stephen did, A. 7.55. and to ſee his Saviour 
there ſtanding ready to receive Eim to himſelf in glory. And 
this makes him, though not to hate his own body, nor ſim- 
ply to deſire to be unclothed, yet willing and defirous to be 
clothed upon, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life, 

2 (or. 5.4. and comfortably to bear thoſe difficult methods, 
whereby the divine wiſdom thinks it fit to bring this to paſs. 

Thirdly, over the ſting of Death. There is a ſharp and 
poyſonous thing pur into the tayl of this Serpent, through 
our tranſgreſſing the Law of God ; and this 1s that which 
is moſt dreadful in Death, to a conſidering perſon, and that 
which even a Roman courage could nor prevail to maſter. 
But a Chriſtian finds that in the word of God, that fortifics 
him againſt this alſo. IWho 
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Who ſhall 1. zy any thing tothe charge of Gods eletF? it « God 
that juſtifiet who is he that condemneth! it rs Chirſt that died, 
yea rather that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God, and maketh interceſſion for us : who ſhall ſeparate 
us from the love of Chriſt? I am perſwaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 
the love of God which is in Chriſt Teſus our Lord, Rom. $. 
33, 34, 35, 33, 39. Here then is the ſtrong man difarmed, the 
Lions mouth ſhut, the Scrpcnts ſting taken from him. 
Fourthly, over the Power of Death, To reaſon not im- 
roved by the ſupplemental light of divine revelation it 
| nancy mcredible.that God ſhould raiſe the dead, Affs 26.8. 
And to him that conſiders the ſeverity of Gods juſtice, ir 
mighr ſeem that when the judg ſhould have delivered us to 
the officer, and he caſt us into f 49 ; we muif by no means 
come out thence 141 we ſhould have paid the utmos? fareding 
Math 5.25, 26. That is never at all. But when we conl1i- 
der, that as Chriſt was delivered for our offences, ſo he 
roſe again for our juitification, Rom. 4.25. we may thence 
very reaſonably conclude, that he that raiſed up the Lord 
Jeſus from the dead, will alſo quicken our mortal bodies, Rom. 
8.11, And upon this account a good man hath confident 
hopes of victory over the power. of Neath, and can ſay, I 
know that my Redeemer Irveth, and that he ſhall FFand at 
the Litter diy upon the earth - And though after my skin 
ore deſtroy this fleſh, yet with mine eyes ſhall Tſee God, 
06 19, 26, 
The precedent diſcourſe being reflefFed upon, may be uſeful, 
Firſt,ro ſhew us the excellenty of the Chriſt:an faith above 
all other notions of a Deity that have been entertained 
in the world, in that it enables us for the great conflict, 


and gives us vidtory over the worſt of our enemies. Indeed 
the ancient Romans have ſhewed themſelves. ſufficiently au- 
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dacious in Jooking death in the face; but thcir confidence 
was ſupported by lender props, 


Amor pairie, laudumque immenſa cupido. 


a defire-to advance and enlarge the City whereof the 
were treemen, and to ere a monument of their own praiſe 
to poſterity ; this made them prodigal of their lives, and 
fearleſs of death. Bur a Chriſtian hath a deſire to depart 
hence, that he may be near unto Chrif?, and upon a full and 
mature conſideration, finds this to be beſt for him, Phil. 1.23, 
An heathen may take ſome ſatisfaCtion in refleCting upon 


his lite paſt, with - 
V:xi, et quem dederat curſum natura feregr. 


I have lived, and filled up the ſtation wherein nature hath 
placed me. But this comes ſhort of the ſlable confidence of the 
Apoſtles, when in leaving the world he could ſay, I have 
fenght a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the = s Henceforth there « laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judg ſhall gue 
me in that day, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 

A Socrates from principles of Philoſophy might conclude 
the 7mmortality of the foul, and conſider his wages in ſome 
ſort. An opera noftra ſit probaiturus Deus neſcio : certe 
ſeduld conati ſumns ut ei placeremt + ESF muhi tamen certa 
pes conatus noftros eum fore accepturum. | 

Bur by what means zmperfett good works could obtain 
acceptation with the {tri& juſtice of God, and how / could 
obtain pardon with him, this Philoſophy could nor teach 
them. Bur the Scripture tells us, that God will own his 


prope in the diy when he maketh up his jewels, and will 


ſpare them as a man ſpareth his own ſou that ſerveth him, ' 
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Mal. 3.17. That with the Lord there is mercy, and with 
him there is plenteous redemption ; and that he ſhall deliver 
Ih-ael from all their ſins, F(al 130.18. So that we may ſay, 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wwho 
of his abundant mercy h.uth begotten us again to a lrvely hope, 
by the reſurreftion of Feſus Chriſt, from the dead, 1 Pet. 1. 3. 
and hath hcreby given us comfort through faith, in our con- 
flit with this laſt and mortal cnemy. 

Secondly, If a true Chriſtian is conqueror over death, why 
then ſhould he fear it? The ſpirit of a man will help him 
to ſullain his znfirmitzes, or bodily pains, Prov.18. 14. Man- 
ly courage ſhould help ro bear us up under outward trials. 
And the Spirit of God, bearing witneſs with our (pirits that 
we are the children of God, Rom. 8. 16. will help us to 
maſter the fcar of death, as an enemy to the ſoul. 

Why then ſhould we fear that Serpent that is diſarmed of his 
ſiing ? thatT icn whoſe mouth is ſhut,and his jaw-tceth pulled 
out ? that :dverſary whoſe weapons are taken from him ? Ir 
is cnough tor them that know no 4etter plice to go unto,to 
to be attraid and unwilling to leave the world.; enough for 
them that have not a God to ſupport them, to ſink under pains 
and ſickneſs ; cnough for them that do nor beleeve them- 
ſelves to have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, who Is a prom for their ſins, 1 Joh.2.1. to 
| be afiraid to appear before Gods. tribunal. Chriſtian religi- 
on hath taught better things to all that duly embrace ir. 
And therefore let us comfort our ſelves therewith, and with 
Joy draw water out of theſe wells of ſatvation, Ia: 12. 3. 

Thirdly, If we have overcome death, why ſhould we /in4 
under the fear of any other troubles? Death is called the 
K.ng of terrours, Fob 18. 14. in the ſame ſence as the Lion 
is called King _ the beaſts, and the Eagle among birds, 
becauſe it is the c/ef of all the reſt. And if the leader 
of 
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of terrors be overcome, why ſhould we fear thoſe that fol- 
low, and are leſs formidable! The uttermoſt that can be 
threatned by any worldly miſery, is to bring us to death, 
under diſadvantageous and dreadful circumſtances, And if 
this be conquered, what need we fear that which can bur 
threaten to bring us thirher ? Therctore let us not fear theſe 
fears, nor be afr.ud ; but ſantiifie the Lord of hoſts him- 
ſelf, and let him be our fear and our dread, Tſa.$.12,13. Let 
us with chcartulneſs expect, and with patience cndure all the 
troubles of this life, becauſe we have victory over the laſt 
enemy, Death. 

Thus much ſor the joyful report of this vitfory, which 
was propoundcd as the firſt general to be conſidercd. 

The Sccond general in the Text,is, the /hankful reſentment 
of this victory vouchſated to us, x«es 79 41d]: inir, thanks 
be to him that grveth it to us. 

How thankfully every good man ſhould, and doth reſent 
the victory youchſafed unto him over Death, will appear by 
conſidering how great a przt:/edg this is. And that will be 
evident to him that conſiders on the one hand the miſerable 
eſtate of him that lyes under the dominion of Death, and 
at its mercy ; and on the other, the happy eſtate of him 
that through Gods mercy hath obtained this victory. 

Firſt, for the 9:ſery of thoſe that are in ſubjeQion to 
Death, whoſe tender mercies are cruelty; this will appear, 
if we take notice of their cſtate, cither when Death is ap- 
prehended at a d:ſtance, and under a remote proſpect ; or 
when it is at hand, and comes to do execution upon them. 

Firſt, let us take notice of them when Death is appre- 
'hended at a d;#Fance, and under a remote proſpe&t; and ſo 
the thoughts of Death as victoriaus over them, do 

Firſt, allay the generoſity, and abate the ſweetneſs of all 

worldly comforts. He that duly conſiders, that bis time - - 
ods 
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Gods hands, Pſal. 41.15. and that himſelf is not maſter of 
the next moment that is to paſs by; that man goeth down 
to his grave, and returneth no more ; and if a man dye, 
ſhall he Irve ag1in? Job 14.14. What a cooler doth this 
afford to his ſpirits, when warmed and made brisk with the 
enjoyment of worldly affluence ? This is apt to make a man 
deſpair of all his Libour under the Sun, and to reckon all 
but vanity and vexation of ſpirit, Eccleſ. 2. 20, Conſider- 
ing, that the riches for which he hath roiled, and about 
which he hath diſturbed himſelf ; the pleaſures in which he 
hath delighted to wallow ; the honours to which he hath aſpi- 
red, and climbed up by ſuch a ſtcep and ſlippery aſcent, ſhall 
then ceaſe from affording him any more ſatisfattion : And 
withall, that h& is not within the proſpect of a better enjoy- 
ment, that may recompence his loſs of theſe preſent good - 
things, but muſt go naked out of the world in all reſpetts, . 
as he came naked in, and ſo lye down in eternal miſery. 
Secondly, this abates the /zvely and generons aCtings of 
the ſoul, and d:ſm :ys it for any noble deſigns and atrempts.- 
When a man ſcrioully conſiders all his endeavours under the 
the Sun to be like Spiders webs, ſpun with a great deal of 
painful /:zhour, and exenterating care and contrivance, and 
after this, in a moment ſwept down and deſtroyed by the 
beſom of Death ; that when mans breath goeth forth, he re- 
turneth to his earth, and in the ſame day all his thoughts pe- 
riſh, Pſal. 146.4. 
And if withall, there be not a greater and more noble de- 
ſign which ſuch a man hath propoſed to himſelf, and hath 
attained probable hopes of the accompliſhment of it; this is - 
apt to make him conclude, that 7ruly man walketh in a vain 
Shadow, werily they diſquiet themſebves in vain; and that 
my man living, upon ground, or in what capacity ſoever . 
he ſtands, 7s altogether vanity, Pſal.39.5,6. and to a 
with . 
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with the wiſe man, Vanity of vanities, all is vanity, Eccl.1.2, 

And if the profit that is in all /abour do encourage a man 
to take pains, and to endeavour to ſhew himſelf wiſe un- 
der the Sun ; then ſure theſe thoughts, of the vanity of hu- 
mane deſigns and attempts, do take a man off from {iriving 
to do wiſcly and worthily in his gencration. 

Thirdly, it 4u/s the edge of the ſoul for good dutics. He 
that fancics himſelf to lye down under the burden of nſ#- 
perable difficulties, thar apprehends God to be an auſtere 
Masfter, Heaven to be unattainible, and Hell unawoid ible, 
will have very little mind to ſfzr up himſelf ro ly hold upon 
(God, or to work out his own ſatvaiion, Iſa.64.7. Phil.2.12. 
or to uſe that wolence of holy endeavours that is required 
in t24ing the kingdom of heaven, Mat. 11.12. For it is hope 
of ſarces that quickens endcayours, and delp.1zy of this doth 
disſpirit a man, and make him dull and unaQtive. 

Secondly, ler us take notice of ſuch a man when Death 
is at - as and begins to encounter him ; and here we find 
him in a very miſerable cſtate that hath not attained victo- 
ry over Death, for 

Firſt, it d:ſpoſfſeſſeth him at once of all the fruits of his la- 
bours, and ejeffs him from the enjoyment of all his worldly 
acquiſitions. Though whilFt he lruved he bleſſed his own out, 
he ſhall go to.the generation of his fathers, and ſhall no 
more ſee the light of .comfort ; and therefore man that s 
in honour and underftandeth not, is like the beaits that pe- 
riſh, Pſal. 49. 18,19, 20. And.is it not a diſmal condition, 
for a man that hath 70z/ed and beſtowed great induſtry, that 
-hath plottedand contrived to the diſturbing of his head, and 
interrupting of his ſleep, that hath pinched and denied him- 
ſelf the enjoyments of many worldly comforts, to increaſe 
-his heap by parſimony ; yea, that hath roo often #7.zzned his 


.canſcience, and hazarded his ſoul, to heap up that which 
might 
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might be called a plentiful efFate in this world ; this man 1 
ſay, to hear on a ſadden that dreadtul and heart-breaking 
voice, Thou fool, this mght ſhall thy (uul be taken from thee, 
and then whoſe ſhall all thoſe/things be, for which thou haſt 
laboured ? Luk, 11. 20. 

Secondly, It d/heth a!l thoſe van hopes of Heaven, with 
which ſuch a man had t.attercd himlſelt. As there are polt- 
tick projefting hy pocrites, who know themfeives to be no 
better than whzted St wy M.nth. 23. 37. ſo are there 
many foohſh Virgins, who bear about the /amp of an out- 
ward profeſſion in their hands, and want 04/ to make it burn, 
Mak. 25.3. and yer are ſo ſimple as to expedt at laſt to 
enter in with the Br:degroom as well as the belt. 

And how ſad will it be to them, when at death comin 
ro the door, and cr ing Lord, Lord, open unto us, they thaf 
be repulſed with, Verz/y T ſry unto you, I know you not. What 
is the hope of the hypocrite, though he have gained applauſe 
from the Wor!d, when God taterh away his ſoul ? WH God 
then hear his cry, «when trouble cometh upon him? Will he 
then delight himſelf zn the Almighty ? will he always call 
upon God ? Job 27. 8,9, 10. | 

| Beſide, there are many, who though they could not find 
in their hearts to 419, while it was called to diy, to hear 
God's worce, Heb. 3.8. yer they verily intended to take a 
tzme more convenient for theſe things. But now theſe mens 
hopes are over ; the Bridegroom is come on a ſudden, thoſe 
that were ready are entred with him, and the doors are ſhut: 


\ -* Thirdly, Death puts an end to his 4zy of Grace. Some 


men indeed have ſo long hardned their hearts againſt 
hearing the voice of God, that he hath already grven rhew 
#p to their wn hearts lifts, Pſ. 81.12. they have ſo lon 
re/ifted the Holy Ghoft in its ſ{trivings, As 9.51. that G 
hath reſolved that bs Spirit ſpall no more ſtrive with _ 
DD en. 
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Ge, 6. 3. But ordinarily mens day of grace is. commenſfix- 
r&e with the day of their lives, and whillt men arc. alive, 
there is no man ſo bad, but he may become better. But 
death puts an end-fo theſe expetations, it ſhuts:men up in 
an unal:erable condition; and as the tree falls, ſo zt hull 
lye: for ever, whether toward the South, or tuward the 
North; Eccleſ. 11. 3. 
Fourthly, death commonly brings to a mans remembrance 
thoſe fins, which before he was unmindtul of. In the day 
of health and proſperity men are apt ro put far from them 
the troubleſome and ungratetul remembrance of their ſins. 
paſt. Worldly &n/ineſs, and company, and drvertiſements, 
worldly pleaſures and _— ſuggeſt more ſanguinethoughts 
to the mind. But when death cometh, God doth ordinarily, 
to them that are of ſound mind and memory, ſhew that he 
hath 'ſet their iniquities before bim, and their ſecrets ſins 
in the hight | Arn conntenauce, Plal. go. 8. Yea, atter his long, 
filence, ke:doth then uſe ro reprove men, and ſet their ſins 
in order before their eyes, Pal. 5o. 21. and cauſerh mens 
mniquittes to compaſs them about, as at theiy heels, Plal.q9, 5. 
and lets them ſee and feel that 47 75' an.evit thing, and a 
bitter, that they have forſaken the ltvine Lord, and that his 
fear hath not been before their eyes, Jer.2.19, And-judg how 
anwelcome this is to @ man's niind, thar hath long lain 
aſleep in ſecurity, when it makes him cry out with Ahas to 
Elijah, haſt thou found me, Ony:enemy ? '1 Kin, 21, 26, 
Fifthly, death puts the greateſt -affyovt imaginable” upon 
the beautiful and majeſtick fabrick : of rhe hot) This pile 
of duſt and aſhes that appearerh. ſo ſtately through the Di- 
vine Architecture, that-is ſo fearfully and wonderfully made 
in its comexture, Pſa7; 139. 14. that-is*rendted: fo glorious 
by the enſtamping of God's Image 'UPoN'2r, that is'by God's 
ordination become ſo awful and forinidable'td inferior ani- 
; t mals 
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mals of far greater ſtrength : This painted piece of dirr, 
that hath been ſo much doted upon, and adored for its deli- 
cate feature, and amiable intermixture of lillies and roſes ; 
this well-fortned ſtarne, which yolupruous perſons have ado- 
red as a terreſtrzal Deity, Phil. 3. 19. to which they have 
conſtantly ſacrificed whole hecatombs of all the daintics 
which the Earth, the Air, and the Seca could afford ; this 
fleſh for which men have made proviſion to fulfill its Hafts, 
Rom. 13.14. This muſt then become equal to the beaſts thar 
periſh, a prey to the inferiour animals, the very worms, 
hoathſom to the eye of its former admircrs; ſo that they that 
loved it beſt, when informed with a Soul, can afford it now 
no better complement than, /et me bnry my dead out of my 
ſight, Gen. 27.4. 

This that was ſometime fed and clothed by the contrivance 
and induſtry of ſv many heads and hands,muſt go naked out 
of the world,as it came naked in,and lye ſolitary and neglet- 
c> in the graye, keeping an everlaſting faſt ; yea, inſtead of 

faring delicioufly every day, ir ſelf muſt afford a meal ro the 
worms, and ſay to corruption, thou art my father, Job 159.14. 
But this is not all, nor the worſt yet. 

Sixthly, Death ſends the Soul to be a prey to the worm 

that never dyes. Here is the Morral of Prometheus his Vul- 
ture, the preying of the Conſcience upon ir ſelf, with the 
ungrateful and corroding remembrance of the pleaſures of 
this life, when they are to part as never to return ; of the 
ſins of a mans life, for which God doth now bring him into 
judgment, of the day of grace, which he negleCted, being 
like the fool that had a price put into his hands to get wiſ- 
dom, but had no heart to make te of zt, Prov. 17. 16. 

This is a vengeance worthy of God, a punilthment ſuita- 
ble to the nature of a ſeparate Sor, when ir hath nor the 
company of the Body to partake of the orlier torment, = 
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fire that never ſuall be quenthed,Mar. 9. 44. To this torment 


death ſends the ſoul, as judgmer ſhall tcreatter ſend the dy 
ro the other, This is the unhappineſs 01 rhcſe thar ſo live 
as to fear death, and juſtly to tear it, becauſe under its pow- 
cr and dominion in the worſt and ſevereit ſenſe. 

But as we have ſeen the dark fide, ler us alſo take a view 
of the 4r:gh1 ſide of the cloud, let us. 

Secondly, conſider the by and comfortable condition of 
thoſe that have attained a bleſſed victory over death, and 
and live in the enjoyment of the ſenſe rhereof, and fo it will 
appear to be- matter of thankfull reſentment, and worthy 


<of giving praiſe to the author thereof :For, 


Firſt, ſuch a man enjoys more comfort in the world, then 
another man doth or can. God, asa bountiful Creator, hath }. 
given us variety of comforts in the things of this world,and ir 
iS his will that we ſhould ſerve him with gl1dneſs and cheer- 
fullneſs of heart inthe abundance of all things, Deut. 28. 47, 
And he is beſt able ro rejoyce and take comtort in the fruits 
of Gods goodneſs, who hath overcome the danger and fear 
of Death. For 

Firſt, This ſets his AfefFions above the world. It is moſt cer- 
tain that whatſoever we have of worldly enjoyments, cither 
imperat, aut ſervit, ro ſome the world is a maſter, to others 
a ſervant, And as itis a very uſctul and obſequious ſervant 
when it is kept under, ſoitis a very imperious and tyranical 
maſter when we ſubje& our ſelves to it. 

Now he only is a truly free man, who hath placed his 
molt lively affetions upon 4etter things. this frees him from 
thoſe cager deſires after getting morc, which like a Guupla in 
the body, do gnaw the mind with perpetuall unguierneſs : 
from thoſe diſtrafting ſo//rcitudes about worldly matters, 
which keep the ſoul continually upon the Rack, drawing 
it this way and that way. And in e affluence of the things 

deſired, - 
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deſired, this prevents that puffing up with pride,which like a 
Patus in the Pippurcndries, or a tumor in any part of the 
body, renders the mind ſubje& to an uneaſy calen. ure : that 

inching greedineſs in keeping together the heap, which 
ike a com relied veſſel in nature hindring the free motion 
of the biood and ſpirits, bindeth the ſoul, and hinders it 
from a comtortab.c cnjoyment of its portion. This dif- 
chargeth the mind from that an-zety as to loſing theſe 
things, which in many takes away the | > they thould 
reap from, the enjoyment of them ; and finally ſo fairs the 
ſpirit tro a compliance with the Divine Providence, that it 
reckons he lines fallen to it in a pleaſant place, Pal. 16.8. 
and ſhakes off that r«<p:1:1ng and diſcontent, which like an un- 
fir ſhuoe, makes a man ſtep uncaſily in the condition where- 
in he walketh. 

Now 7his is the wiffory whereby we overcome the World, 
even our Fiith, 1 7h. 5.4. This raifeth the heart above it, 
when we with comfort look on our felves as ffrangers and 
pilgrims in it, and ſuch as ſee a better Countrey, that is an 
heavenly, Eeb. 11. 16, 

Secondly, this fatisfics a mans mind that his m2in concerns 
are ſecured, and the greareſt of fears overcome. Gothy way, 
eat thy bread, drink thy drink with a merry heart, for God 
accepteth thy works, Eccl. 9. 7. In worldly matters, then are 
we at caſe, and can cnjoy a friend, or take farisfation in 
any other comfort, when our greateſt concerns are ſecured, 
and our main 6u/zeſs over, And eſpccially in ſpiritual af- 
fairs, then do a mans morſe/s go down ſweetly, and he doth 
feep with freedom and ſecurity,when the tear of God's wrath 
is removed, and an intereſt in his ve and favour ſecured, 

This is bread that the World knows not of, hidden Manna, 
Rev.2.17. ſuch joy as a ſtranger intermedleth not with, Prov. 
14.10, Such is the ſweetneſs and ſatisfaction that this affords, 

| that 


"EIS W_— —_—_ - = 
—o— V-. > > = 


== _ 
- tr Bff mee 25: Bemat, 


w—— I r—_ — <>  rI_ 
-- 


_ 
6 
- SS *> 8 © *. <4 


Viftory over Death. 
that the like is in vain ſought for in worldly acquiſitions. 
Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us : And 
this puts gladneſs into our hearts more than the men of the 
World have 2» the time when therr Corn, and Wine, and Oil 
encreaſeth, Pl. 4. 6, 7. 

Secondly, ſuch a man goes along in the way of his duty 
with 2:zg0ur and delight. it is a great happineſs as well as 
a dury, to cut with 2 een edge in doing rhe will of God, to 
proceed with vzgovr, and to rake dr/;ght and complacency 
in doing well. And there is nothing ſo much conduceth to 
work in us this temper of mind, as contidence of a reward 
added to a conſcientious ſenſe of God's command. Be not 
weary of well-doing, knowing that im due 1ume ye ſhall reap, 
if ye faint not, Gal: 6. 5. Be ſtedfaft, unmovable, akways 
aboundimg in the work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know 
that your l.1bouy 1s not in van m the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

Thirdly, he will paſs through the 4fi-u/:zes of a Chriſti- 
an courſe with conrage and ſerenzy of ſpirit. The Apoſtle 
tells-us, that we have need of patience, that after we have 
done the will of God, we may inherit: the promiſes, Heb. 10. 
36. becauſe through much tribul1tion we paſs into the king- |. 
dom of heaven, Act. 14.22. And zf we faint in the day of 
adverſity, it ſheweth our ſtrength to be ſmall, Prov.24. 10. 

Now this conſideration, that death will put an end to all 
theſe troubles, and a confident perſwaſion, that death ſhall 
be an happy change to us, will help us to ho:d out with 
courage and chearfulneſs, in oppolition to fainting or fret- 
ting at the difficulty of the way. Thus Moſes chiſe rather 
ro ſuffer affiiftion with the people of God, than to enjuy the 
pleaſures of ſin + becauſe he had reſpett to the reeompence of 
reward, Heb. 11.25,26. Yea, the maſter of that houſe, in 
which Moſes was faithful as a Servant, was by the joy that 
Was ſet before him, encouraged to endure the croſs,and deſpiſe 
the ſhame, Heb. 12. 2. _ Fowrthly. 
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Fourthly, he will be fit for every condition, and know how 
to behave himſelt aright .in it. Ir is an hard matter, # the 
day of proſperity toregeice in the Lord, and to carry that full 
Cup ſo evenly as not to ſpill it. And it is as hard, # the 
day of adverſity to conſider, Eccl. 7. 14. to be mindful, that 
we ought thankfully to recezwe ext as well as good from the 
hand of God, fob 2.10, To keep trom delpr/img the chaſten- 
ing of the Lord, atſo from 'fainiing when we are corretted 
by him, Heb. 12. 5. : 

Now nothing will better teach us theſe hard leſſons than 
a true victory over death. This will moderate our joy in 
proſperity, .and make us rejozce with trembling, and as 
thongh we rejuuced not, becauſe the time is ſhort, 1 Cor.7.29. 
It will moderatc our ſorrow in the time of trouble, as con- 
ſidering, thar theſe are /ght affliftions, and endure but for 
a moment ; and that they work for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal werght of glory, 2 Cor. 4.19. So every way happy 
is that couragious Chritiian, that hath obtained victory over 
this laſt cnemy. | 

The greatneſs of this priviledge hath in ſome ſort bcen 
os Bt to oblige us ro thanktullneſs. That this is a pri- 
viledg' atta7n1ble was ſhewed _ the former general head; 
Bur there is ſomething required in, and trom us, that con: 
duceth much ro the gaining of this victory, 2:2. Courage, 
Frength and' Skid. Firſt, Courage, or Chriſtian reſofution, 
faint-heartedneſs wweakneths the hands, diſappointeth,conrt» 
vatice;-'and- frwft#aterh endeavours: 'Lev:us: therefore wn 
briy [etves 4th the [ume mind'that was in:Chriſt, when be 
ſuffered in the fleſh for us, 1 Pet. 4.1. that fame mind where> 
with he endured the toſs, and delpiſed tbe ſhame, Heb. 4.2: 2, 
Ler ns manfally reſolyc to leave the Work with willingneſs 
and joy ; not lingring in it, like Zot ih "Sodom; nor _ 
back with his Wite, as unwilling to leave it, Gem.bg; i6, - 

ur 
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Bur duly conſidering that z## Heaven we have a better and 
a more c1during ſubſtance, Heb, 10. 34. Let the (pirit of a 
man help us to bear the znfirmaties and pains of our body, 
Prov.18.14. And as Chrittians let us conſider that it is Gud s 
hand, and that this is the paſſage he hath «mary to eter- 
nal joys. Ler us not be atraid of God's Tribunal, as |.nuw- 
ing that we have an Adtocate with the Father, 1 Joh. 2. 1, 

Secondly, $:rengih, without which Courage doth bei.uw 
it ſelf ro jittle purpoſe, Ler us not go forth in our ſ.rengh, 
but # the ſtrength of the Lord; and encounter this Philiſtire 
in the name of the I ord of Hoſts, 1 Sam. 19. 45. from him 
ket us derive {lrength by prayer, even the prayer of F ::th ; 
For ihis is ihe Tftory that cvercome:h death, as well as he 
world, even our F.uth, 1 Joh. 5. 4. even that Fazih, which 
es the ſubſtance of thirgs oo 'for, aud the evidence of things 
not ſeen, tieb.11.1, Ter us by 1aith look unto Chriſt's death 
and reſurreftion, as that whereby he hath overcome dcath 
for us; and to the joys that are betore us : In this firength 
let us encounter death, 

Thirdly, $/:1}, without which courage will make uſe of 
ſtrength unhappily. Let us acquaint our ſelves with death, 
and be ar peace, ſo ſhall it be well with us. Set not only Ged, 
bur Death .alſo a/ways before our eyes, and in this ſenſe dze 
daily, 1'Cor,15. 31. Letus DR our ſelves in ve/itations 
and skirmifhes with the thoughrs of death in rhe time of 
our health and ſtrength: Conſider what death is in all its 
notions, and then its approach will be familiar, and no ways 
dreadful unro us, Hereby we ſhall ſuccesfully prelude to 
that 4a2# confliff and conguelt. 

To conclude this head, let thoſe that are ſo happy as ro 
live in the comfortable ſenſe of their having obtained this 


bleſſed victory over Death, be careful to walk as ch:4dren of | 
Firſt | 


#he Kingdom. 
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Firſt, in» holineſs and righteouſneſs before God. Becauſe thou 
haſt del;vered mw ſcout from death, mine eyes from tears, and 
my feet from falling, T wall wall tefore the Lord in the Lind 
of the ting, \ (al. 116. 8. 19. Seezxg that all theſe things muſt 
be d.fſctred, and we know fo much, and are not affraid to know 
and conſider it, what mner of perſons ought we to be in all 
t.ly converſuron 3nd godlineſs? And ſretug we look for ſuch 
things, a great cont.ict, and a glorious victory over a tormida- 
ble enemy, ler us be 4ligent, ih.ut wwe my be forind of him in 
pexce at that d ty, wi. hout pot, and blamelefs, 2 Per, 3. 11. 16, 

1 hoſe that 1.ghr or run tor vidory do dict themſcives, and 
a-e temperate 1 all :hings. Now they do if to obinm a cor- 
ruptible Crown, but we obſerve ru'es that we may obrain that 
which is 2ncor>uptible, 1 Cor.9.25, Well may we then be con- 
tent to derry onr [elries, ro Ferp under our bodtes, and bring them 
mto ſubjetion, that the ſenſual appetite being ſubdued, may 
not clog us in that great congreſs, 

Second!y, let our temper [vow of Heaven, If ye be riſen 
<wwith Chriſt, and have a ſenſe of the benefit of his death and 
reſurre&ion, in order to the overcoming of death, ſee hoſe 
things thai are above + Set your affettions on things above, 
wot on things cnt he exrth, Col. 3.1, 2. Let thoſe ther believe 
death to be the end of all pleaſure and comfort, give themſelves 
up whully ro enjcy the good things that are preſent, bat let us 
decl we pl unly that wwe ſeek a Countrey, Reb. 11, 14. 

Third'y, let us walk humbly with our God, Mic. 6.8. Let us 
fav, Not 1.10 #s, O T ord, not unto us ; but to thy name te the 
glory of this victory, T ſl. 115. 1. Let us be duly ſenſible that 
it is he Lord that delitereth us from the p10 of the Liom, and 
of the Bear, and from this great Goltah, for us not aztogantly 
my up our heads like empry boughs, or blaſtcd ears of corn, 

ur like thoſe that are loaden with good fruit ; ler 'us ſtoop ro: 
ward the earth in a thankful ſenſe of the grear obligations that 
God hath laid upon us. Which leads me from this ſecond ge- 
geral head of Diſcourſe, to the E Thi;'d 
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Third- getieral in the Text, the Ahoy of this viAtory &c- 
tnowl. dged and magnified, T6 $46 xaj1s; Thanls be io Gud, 
that grteth us this tuftory, ihe hand that reacheth out a 
favour doth many times add very much to that which 'is con- 
ferred upon us. Now this is a princely tavour, beitowed by rhe 
royal hand of the King of glory, it is Gods git : lor, 

Firſt, as all good thivzgs do come trom God, 1o in particit/ar 
all ſpiritual gitts, ail the graces and comtorts of a Chriiian 
are the products of his tavour and bounty, Every gocd g-ft, 
and every perfett gift cometh down frum above, even fr om the 
Father of hehts, 7.imes 1. 17. even from that ſupreme bcing, 
and firſt cauſe of all things, 3» whom we l:ve, and move, and 
have owur being, AQts 17. 28, Particularly, he it is that b/eſſcth 
as with all (ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt. Eph. 
I. 3. He is called the God of all Grace, that God who hath 
called us ito his eternal Glory by Chrift Jeſus, and who, after 
we- have ſuffered a while, will make us poſer, ft.2blijþ, 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle us, 1 Pet. 5. 10, He is the Father of mer- 
cies, and the God of all comfort, who comforteih us in all our 
tribu/1t1on, 2 Cor. 1. 3. And therefore this eſpecial comfort 
that ariſeth from victory over death, is to be owned with 
thanktulneſs, as his gitt. 

Secondly, it is a gift which move but himelf can beſtow. 
Human reaſon and manly courage may :# part ſupport us un- 
der the thoughts of leaving the World, and Keeping in the 
Grave, by telling us that the World is vanity and vexation of 
fpirit; and hejping us to conſider that: we are every way as$ 
well at ca's w en we arc a-{leep, and forget the World, as when 
we are aw. ke to enjoy it. | 

But what tirength or courage of a mortal man can bear up 
without fainting under weatnmg decays of bodily x zgorr, and 
endure, without complaining, that tedious p 721 ny angutſh 
with which it pleaſeth God ſometimes ro aftiit our bodies; ex- 


ccpr he that lays on his hand to athic, do alſo pur undernearh 
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his everlaſting arms to ſupport ? Thou, even ih eu 1» to b fe- 
ec", m1 who miy ftind inihy fight when cn echu wn? 
Fſa!.75. 7. Cm ihy heart endure, or thy F md be ſlrong mmihe 
d iy cvhen. God ſhall T4/it ihee ? Eel, 27, 14. 

t/pccially who can bear up under the dreadia! apprehenſion 
of appcaring betore almighty God as the judz of ail the wur:d, 
c\c-pt he hath comlortable apprehenſiuns ot Gud being recun- 
cticd. and the judg become his friend ? They were no cuwards, 
nur furry, mean 1pirited perſons, &zt ihe Kings of the earth, 1 4 
theg-ei. min, and the 14: h men, and the chief capt uns, and .he 
migh ym n, and every frecmin, as well as every bondmn, that 
ſcught 1c h.d: themſ Fes im dins and in the rocks of the moun- 
#.u9s: thit courtcd the monintains and rocks to fall on them, 
and 1c hide ihem from the face of hum that (it cn the throne, 
anA fm . he f ice of the Lamb : for when the great day of his 
w..2 h ſhould creme , <vho, ſy they ſhall be able to ſtand before 
Fim ? Rewel. 6, 15. 16, 17, 

1 hird!y, this cnemy Death, is in perfect ſubjeftion to God as 
Lis 'e, U.unr, and theretore he is able to bleſs us with vidtory, 
and to cumm md del;rerance to Jacob. No man can enter the 


hcule of a ſtrong min armed, and ſpoil his goods, e> cept he 


/ f-ft bind the flirong mn, Mar, 3. 27. Now this can Gud do, 


nor only in reſpect of his infinite power to which all creatures 
in heaven and carth do bow and abey, whereby he can i'cp 
the mouths of Lops, ſuſpend the natural influence of F.--, 
appeaſe the rage and ſwelling of the ſea : Bur alſo becauſe 
Death is his ſerv2yt, the wear þ of his wrath, the exert ner 
of his juttice, And therefgre he that faith to the raging ſea, 
peace, and be il] : yea that hath placed the friable body of 
{::nd to be a rampart againſt its fury, by a perpetual dic Mb, 


which it cannot pls, nor return ag.un to cover the earth, Jer. 


5. 22. Ke alſo gives laws to death, and ſets bounds to its 


rage, giving victory-over it ro tEem that fcar him. 


| onrthly, the conferring of this , viſtory-is a. fo our, that * 
will emincntly ſhew the great love and Hndtefs of 'God'to 
HK 2 . 
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his people, for naturally we are under the power and domini- 
on of death by reaſon ot fin: it bc ing as due as the wages ro the 
workman when he ended hath his buſineſs. And it was the meer 
mercy and undeferved good will of God toward the workman- 
ſhip of his own hand ( nuvw degenerated and become miſcrable 
through their own wiltulneſs ) that helped them to overcome 
that enemy, which themſelves had formed to be a thorn zn their 
fides, and a prick tm their eyes. 

Yea it was a peculzar favour to mankind, not vouchſated to 
the ſuperior order of reaſonable creatures, to be able to van- 
guiſh thar death, that miſery, which there ungratctful revolt- 
ing irom their maker had brought upon themſelves; for very 
the $cn of God took not cn | im the nature of Angels, nor helps 
ed them up, but he took on him, and relieved the ſeed of Adam, 
and for them did &y death overcome him that had power over 
death, even the devil, and delivered them, who otherwiſe 
through fear of death muſt all cher life time have becn ſubjet? 
to bond 1ge, Heb. 2.14, 15, 16. 

Yea, it is a mercy not youchſafed to all mankind, as to the 
actual enjoyment of it, but to thoſe oniy that be/eeve in him. 
To as many as received him, he gave power to become the ſons 
of God, 7ohn 1. 12. to have patt in the firſt refurreion, ſo that 
the ſecond death ſhould have no power over them, Rev. 20. 6. 

Fitthly, conſcquently this Garland of Victory doth greatly 
cf hige the-hcarts of Gods people unto himſelt. It being the fruit 
of that preventing love, that remembred us in our lw and loft 
eſtate.even becauſe his mercy endureth for ever Pſal.16.23. the 
manif:ſation of the kindneſs and bounty of God to procure 
&r us ſo great a priviledge as this victory hath appearcd to be ; 
and that at fo deara rate, as the moſt precious blood of his own 
Son, that Lamb without ſpot and blemiſh, Pet.1.19, So God to- 
ved the worlkd.that he gtte his only begotten Sonthat whoſorter 
bebeveih in him ſhould not periſh, ja have everlaſimg bife, 
Joh. 3.16. This tends to draw us with zhe cords of a man, bac” h 
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cora's of love, Hof.11.4. It fets us upon our legs, to ran the way of 
Gods commandments ; it renders us ſubjets capable of ingenmous 
ſervice, by ſetting us free 12:1h the glorious liberty of the Sons of 
God, Rom. 8.21. And withall it layeth the ſtrongeſt engagements 
of love and gratitude upon us, to gzve up our ſelves, bot} Fouts and 
bodtes, as lung [acri f es unio him, Rom.12..1. and being dcliwer- 
ed from our enemzes, to ſerve him without ſluſh fear, in holimeſs 
and raghteoulne(s before him 41} the days of our life, Luk. 1.74.75. 

Thus period being refieted upon, will be of uſe, t irlt, to reſolve 
that wonder that ſometimes rolleſſerh our minds, when we behold 
the great courage and undaunted confidence of ſome perſons in look- 
ing death in the face. Many that could not look upon thoſe inſtru- 
ments of violent death,a ſword or piſtol,in the hand of an enemy, 
people that are of weak conſtitutions and mean ſpirits for encoun- 
tring an adverſary abroad, have yet been able to entertain death, 
when coming trom Gods own hand, with great compoſure and ſc- 
dateneſs of ſpirit; yea many whoſe education hath placed them 
under diſadvantageous circumliances, through want ot due know- 
ledg and clear notions as to other things, have been able to grap- 
ple with death, when clothed with all that terror which cruel men 
could\hang on its back. The reaſon is, becauſe God gave them that 
gift, Which is in his own power to beſtow ; and 744 <w1nd blire- 
eth where it Iifteth; theſe favours are many times conferred upon 
babes in Christ. 

Secondly, to fatisfic us on the contrary, concerning the dejetFed- 
neſs and defpondencry wherewith ſome men do meet death ; from 
whom yet betrerthings might have been expectcd. Men of ſtrong 
bodies, atlycrick conititution, happy education, grear parts, mueh 
reading, how fearful have they; been to Took death in the face! yea 
2 good 418, when God hides the light of his countenarcefrom him, 
doth tremble to think of death and.judgment; of-this a reaſon is 
eaſily given from what hath-been ſpoken ; the Author of ſo great a 
bletiing with-holds jt- where ir doth not ſeem” good tohis infinite 
wiſdom to beſtoyy it. _ Res 5 : and; 

 Thrirdly, this dircAs ys wh&he& to apply oar elves to obrain 
{trength 


, Tz 97 
2 


—_ 


CY OTE 7 


m 


——_— —_— 
—_ oy una - 
s - FLISS He 


Fre - 


—Por= +— OS AC ET I, TE  C r 
 —— OO WE _ 


5 —_— OO 
— _ -_ —— — 
/ 2—- 2 
. 2 wee = Sogpes 


X FEY RE 


CR RY. 
j”T—— ..McqcoMudRcaÞcge, ett... A wt, a4 4 
— - w 


— 


» "2 ry vVus » DEALD."* 

ſireagrh in the !afl encuuntcr, We muſt not 1ruſt to our ſelves,to 
natural or ac,uired giirs, bar we muſt go forth zn the the ſtrengih 
of the Lord, and m ike m: n;1n of bis name, even of has only, t (al. 


71. 16, On him ler us call by prayer, him let us ſollicite by ating 


faith on him, 7/0 g-Teth purver tothe faint, ard io ham ihat 
have no meh. he en-ve if.1Þ eg hf, Tr. 40. 29. 

t ourthly, what 7h in/s anJ cb-4e7: e can be ſaficient for a juſt 
acknowledgment to God irom them, to whom he hath youchfaicd 
this glorious triumph over death? it .$ the greateſt victory th. t -an' 


A " . , | 
be imagined, ro con,,uer this /1nz of terro's ; the greatelt gur we 


) 


| can think of imploring the divine iavour to beltcow upon us :n this 


world, that he wiil turn.th us with rhat firengrh and reſolution, 
that will make us not aira:d ro leave the wor'd. It is one of the 
bletied [rairs of our Saviun's meritorious ſufferings and obrdience, 

And therefore. --h 1 /h If cre retu nm .mwite To d tor ils, ind 
all thr His bin f.s! What thanks offering can be of d 1c yaluc t0 
preſent unto him! what ir4ir of the !ips, w. at vbedicn-e of li art 
and life can be ſufficient 0 expreſs on rf 1:10” of this tavour ? 
O ge tharks into the Tod for hr us af, i Þ s mer $1 4u wh 
for ever. Lit ihe redeemed if ihe I, 4 vl, ohm Feb: hues 
deemed from ihe hind of the enemv. © Fi mar enil pracſe the 
L ord for his goodneſs, and for His em. rf. 4 in's towards the 
ſons of men! F(il.105.1,5,8, Pit .tomrte Author ct this victory, 
which was prcpoſed as the third ching coniucrabie, let us advance 
ro the 

Fourth General to be conſidered in the Texr, the prorurin 
cauſe of this victory, by whom it was accuired, and "chaſed 
for us, 4&5 xve's iwdr nod yord, ! hrough our T od Teſus ChrifT. 

The main argument whercby the Apoſtle had eſtabliſhed that 
great Article of our Faith, the reſurretFion of the body, in the 
precedent part of this Chaprer, was grounded upon the reſurre- 
ion of Chriſt from the dead : Who not only ſhewed that it was 
neither ,;»po/ſib/e,nox yet zncredible thu God flould rule the dead, 
A556. 8, becauſe he himſelf cvercome the ſhr pneſs of death, 
and broke.jts bonds; bur ailo by riſing as a publick perſon, the 
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[ittory over Death: 


for us aiſo to follow him in. the reſurrection ot our bodies. 

And this expreſtion in 11;e 1] ext ſeems ro be the Fpiphonema, or 
cioſe of that diicoarſe-an4 argaing. It 1s in Chriſti that God Glef- 
ſeth us wh all (pan 1 things in heavenly ihimngs, Eph. 1. 3, 
And partic 1/arly ttus blelicd victory over death is derived unto 
us through Chriſt ; ſcvcra' wa\,s hath Chriſt overcome death, and 
made way for our being victorious over it. 

| irſt. he hath dei.roycd the {7g ot death, even fr, by his me- 
rits and ſufferings. Tt e 1.ing is 1he moſt formidab.e part in il.uſe 
animals that are arm'd therewith : And fin. which rendred us vb- 
noxious to the wrath of God, and curſe of the Law, was the chiet 
thing that made dcath dreadtul to mankind, as arreſling us, in or- 
dcr to bringing us bctcre the Judy of all the earth, who w2/2 ren 
der to every man acco ding to his works, Rom. 2. 6. 

But this iling hath Chriit plucked our from death, by his yo- 
luntary and meritorious c&c44(mre anſwering the exat7ion of the 
Law, and by his unparalle!'d and meritorious ſufferings enduring 
the mal dition thereof. So that there 15 new no condemnation to 
them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. $. 1. As a great High Prieſt 
he hath by cne offering pertetted for cer them that are (antt, fed, 
Ecb. 10. 14. As our ſurety he hath paid our debts, and cancelled 
the h md-writing that was agiumnſt us. As our Goel he huh res 
deemed 1s, mct T4th corruptible ihings, as filver and gold, but 
with his vn moſt pretions blocd, 1 Per. 1,19, And in cach reſpect 
'Go4 25 jiiſt, and yet the juſtifier of the ungedly, when be beheveth 
in Jeſus, Rom. 3. 26. In him mercy and truth are met together, 
raghteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other, Val. $5. 10. 

Secondly, he hath overcome the p75 of death by his example 


and promiſes. By his exampl-, who as the Captain of our Sulva- 


tin 91S mide perfett : hrough ſufferimgs, Heb. 2. 10. He ſuffered 
perieeny all that the ] aw of .Gud could cxa&, or. the rage of 

is enemies inflict, And he was perte& under.his ſufferings, ſo 
as nor ro entrench. the leaſt. upon the bounds of compleat pati- 
ence, Jam. 1. 2. He was bed as a lamb to the flunghter, and as a 
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ſecend Adm, the frit-frum's from the dead, hath made way 
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34 - PViftory over Death. 

ſteep before the ſhearers is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth, Ifa. 
53. 7. When he was rewlcd, he reviled not again; when he ſuf- 
fered, he threatnrd not, x Per. 2. 23. 

Further, by his ſufferings he pertefted the work of our Redemp- 
tion, and fally ſatisfied Drvine Juſtice. And hercby he hath en- 
gaged, and encouraged us to arm our ſelves likewiſe with the 
ſame mmdbecaafe Ch iff h1ih (iPered inihe fff for us, 1 Per. 4.1, 

And by —_ s he hath encouraged us,telling us, that this 
ſirait way leadeth to life ; that in the mean time he will #ever 
ful us, nor forfate us, Ecb. 13. 5. Bur hen wwe pals through the 
fire and water, he wall be w211h us, Wa. 43.1,2, and that ihefe Light 
affitins that endure but for a feaſen, do work for us a far more 
excellent and eternal weight of ghory, 2 Cer. 4. 17. 

Thirdly, he hath wiped away the ſcard i/ ot death, by his lead- 
ing the way, in ſuffering death, and lying in rhe grave, It is a great 
affont to this ſtately picce of well-formed earth, to Qwn kindred 
with corruption and worms, 7ob 17, 14, Put Chrili, the beſt of 
men, yea the Son of God, hath led us « n the way to Go/guthrand 
we need not be aſhamed ro ſo!low him in the _ he hath rroden. 
He ſaffered before he was glorified, he ex. dured ihe croſs, and di 
g:ſted the ſhame of that ſcandalous death, beture he fer derty 
at the right h md of the Majeſſy on high, t eb. 12. 3. And there- 
fore it is no diſgrace to us ro die, and be laid in the grave, 

Yea, it was a far 4:tterer cup that he drank off tor us, than 
what God uſeth tro put in!o the hands uf his pecple; and tkere- 
fore we ſhould nor my at drinking our own portion. ke hath 
perfumed the grave, by Jaying his own body there before us: 
This Unicorn, by dipping his own horn before-hand, hath rendred 
theſe waters ſafe and wholſome : So that we tha 1 eſt 7 cur grates, 
as in beds; every man that hath walk'd before him im his 1pright- 
nels. Wa. 57. 2. | 

*  Fourthly, he hath vanquiſhed the power of death bv his reſur- 
refticn, 'BI ſed be the Gd wd Father of our TL ord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who of his abund wht mercy huh begotten us agun to a Irvely 
hype, by the reſurreftion of Jeſus Chrift from rhe dead, 1 Pex. vy 

Hercby 
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Hereby he ſhewed to the World that he had 4y death overcome hims | 
that bad the power of death, even the Devil, Heb.2.14. Yea, that he 
hath not only commanded a paflage for himſelf, whom death could 
not poſſitly hold any longer than was neceſſary for the ſatisfying of | 
Divine Juſtice, As 2. 24. bur hath alſo taken away the keys of 
power trom this ſurly Porter, and made way for his own people ro 
tollow him: And#ecauſe I /zve, ye ſhall ve alſo, Fob. 14. 19. + 1 
2 . Fifthly,he killed the Hopes ot death by his A{cenſeon. Thereby he 
made it cvident that he had fully accompliſhed his mediatory Fun- ;: 
tion upon earth, and that Chrif? berrg riſen from the dead, dieth no | 
more, death muſt have no more dominicn over him, Rom. 6. 9, that he {| 
ſhou!d no more ſubmit tro take on him the form of a ſervant, and | 
to be obedient to death. Phil. 2. $. 

And conſcquently it may cncourage Pe'icyers, that as zf is ap- 
pornted for min once to die, feb. g. 27.10 this trouble ſhall be dif- 
patched at once; ſo that they that bave part zn the firſt reſurretti- 
on, ever them the ſecond death ſhall have no power, Rev. 20. 6. 

Sixthly, he ſhall deſtroy the very being of death art the laſt day. * 
Death hath its commillion extended to the end of this World ; and |! 
then the rod that hath ſo long been uſed for the trial and chaſlliſe- : 
ment of mankind, ſhall ir ſelt be caſt into the fire. The lf? enemy ' 
that ſhall be deſtroyed 15 death, 1 Cor. 15, 26. Then ſhall be brought | 
ro paſs the ſaying thar is written, Iw:1} ranſom them from the power 
of the grave, I will redeem them from deatb. O death I will be thy | 
pligues, O grave I ll be thy deftruttion; repentance is hid f: om | 
mine eyes. b of. 13. 14. YT 

' As confequents of this that hath been laſt ſpoken, Tirſt, we may |, 
conſider how glorious was the (ogueſt of Chrilt in his ſufferings: | 
. Well mighr it be faid thar he was made perfett Ly them, Heb. 2. 10. | 
For he obtained by dcarh a moſt complear victory over death in all ! 
' its circumſtances; and over him that had the power ot death,both. ! 
for himſe!f; and a'fo, for all his people. þ 

Second!y, therefore how great was God's Jove in,fending his Son 
into the World! ch! 3. 16, $o God loved the World, that he grve | 
his enly begotien Son + Scarcely for a rightecus man would cne de 
Tet peraduenture for a good, or uteful nan, ſome might be found, þ.1. 
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would even dare to dye. But God commended his love to ug, in that 


'& not ſo much as righteous and innucent men, yet 2# due time Chriſt 
i dyed, even for the ungodly, Rom. 5. 7,8. 
Thirdly, let us hence learn to fly unto Chriſt, and. to ſecure our 

& intcreſt in him, This is the way to have a right ro that comfort that 
'S flows from his incarnation and death,and thereby tro have ſatisfaction 
& and comfort borh in our life time,and at our death ; to be ſecure under 

$ the preapprebenſions of it, and to entertarn it with joy and comiort 
# when it cometh. 4 his wrath be kindled, yea, but a little bl: ſſed are 
#* all they that put their truſt in him; theretore let us Hiſs the Son, Pal. 
4 2.11,12, and gzve all di}:gence to make our calling and eletton fure, 
& 2 Pet.1.10. let us examine our ous whether wwe be mm ihe faith ; 
'F and prove, and know our own ſelves, whether Chriſt Teſus be form- 
I's edzn us, 2Cor.13.5. that when death ſhall ſummon us to an encoun- 
1} ter we may be victorious over it. 

4% Fourthly, let the redeemed of the Lord walk with joy and thank- 
7 fulneſs before him,as in a ſenſe of all other his mercies, ſo particularly 
[23 of this bleſſed fruir of our Saviours death and reſurreftion, the glo- 
[3s rious victory thereby obtained for us over death. Bleſs the Lord,O 
14* our ſouls,and all that 15 within us bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, 
i our ſouls, and forget not all his benefits. Who forgroeth all our iniqui- 
* res, who healeth all our diſeaſes. Who redeemeth our life from de- 
if flruftion, who crowneth us with IJouing-hindneſs and tender mercies, 
i* Fſal1oz.1,2,3,4. And let us walk chearfully before God in a ſenſe 
47 of our great ng e_ all the ?roubles of the world that ac- 
417 company us in our abode here, and under the thoughts of /eawng 
45 this world art laſt; forasmuch as this laſt enemy is vanquiſhed, ler us 
not fcar any thing elſe ; but under our dependencies let us call up our 
#7 ſouls to a more comfortable and chearful temper ; let us chide away 
[17 dejeRedneſs and drooping, and fay, why art thou caff down, O my *' 
'td foul, and why art thou d; G uieted within me ? Hope in God, for I ſhall 
it yer praiſe him, ho the help of my countenance,and my God,F[.42.11, 
| And, that I may come to a cloſcr application of the point, and paſs 


1% 4 theft ad hypotheſmn,chis victory over death, which might have becn 
1s repreſenting unto you from the words of the Apoſile,as attarnable by 
is a Chriſti- 


when we were ſoar from being good and uſeful men, that we were , , 


a Chriſtian, and his fi previledg was, no doubt, the a 
and priv:Jedg of our dear and reverend Brother, whoſe Remarns we 
are now aſſembled to inter. And for that reaſon I have inſiſted u 
this ſubject, ro preſs ns all to imitate him in fighting for the 
victory, The name of the wicked fall rot ( faith the wiſe man ), 
but the memory of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed, Pr.10.7. Of wicked Jeho- 
ram it is ſaid, he departed without being deſired, 1 Chr.21.20, But of 

Jehoradah ( and Fam now ſpeaking of a Prieſt, though not an 
High Prieſt) that the f* le did him honour at his death, becauſe he 
bad done good in Iſrael, ch.24, 16. The wicked leaves the world like 
a filthy Lamp, 4eaving an offenſive ſtench in the Noſtrils of all that 
knew him : but a Good man ends his dayes like a Wax-taper that 
exchangeth its pleaſant and uſeful light for the grateful ſcent it 
leaves behind ir. 

The Pſalmiſt tells us , That precious in the i of the Lord is 
the death of his Saints, Pſ.116.15. And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when 
he converſed with men on carth , when Lazarus a good man was 
dead, (although as man he believed his Soul to be removed to pre- 
ſent Bliſs, and as God he knew that he ſhould return to life again 
in this world ) being free from thoſe turbulent Paſſions that are our 
fin; and at once our burden, it is ſaid irdeatu levrer, Fo. 11.33. He 
troubled himſelf, and expreſſed his trouble of mind by tears flowing 
from his eyes, ver. 35. ro ſhew us that we may ſo now (and ought 
to do it) cyen ſor them that ſleep in Jeſus, but not as they that have 
20 hope ; (this Sorrow I encourage,) and yer that it may not ſwell 
beyond its juſt banks, this _ I am about to eſtabliſh concerning 
this our worthy Brother. In _— of whom, though a paſſionate 
Friend, and true Lover, I ſhall ſpeak nothing but zhe words of truth 
and ſoberneſs,cither known to be true by my own perſonal acquain- 
tance with him , or atteſted by them that will not be aſhamed ro 
own their own teſtimony. 

And if we begin in digging to the rock whence he was hewen, he 
was a Propher, the Son, and Grand-ſon, and Nephew of a Prophet ; 
a Prieſtly tamily, from which the former Generation ſent two, and. 
this /2ſt Generation four to ſerve at Gods Altar ; a ſign of worthy 
and truly Chriſtian bloud ny in their veins , when they _ 

2 Value 
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' value the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that Office that employs us in the 
' diſpenſation ot it (though attended God knows , with great 7rom- 
| bles) above thoſe riches that might have fiow'n into tkem in grea- 
ter plenty, 1114 with.more eaſe in other Employments ; a true token 
' Chat they-wwore aot aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which they tound 
to be 1, per of God unio Sukvation to thoſe that believe, Rem, 1. 
16, A «iz conviction of that vulgar Error that boads ill ſucceſs 
to ti. - I: of Clerey men , when in to Generations the Yolte- 
rirv of 41h wen was bleſſed : Nor need others defpair of the like 
happineſs, it they be not wanting to themſclvcs in-drawyng duwn 
& Gods b:cſling upon their Families, An happy and gracctul Orna- 
ment to tke Church , when Coals kind/ed 1n the SanRuary it ſelf 
[* producc &u1:1g and ſhining Lights, John 5. 35. and Bezaleel and 
& Ahclab train up workmen that need not 10 be afpamed of their work, 
K 27/mM. 2.15. 
Though N:ztare doth nor alwayes ſend forth boughes anſwering 
# the qualitics of the root, and of the Sced that was ſown ; yer that 
Cultiuaticn which in the-produdtions of the Earth doth either ad- 
vance the natural Fruit by :melioration, or alter the {rec by graitmg 
; more generous Off-ſprings upon the roor, doth alſo in Spiritual pr - 
—- conduce much ro make the Branches as well as the {Root 
oly. 
! His promoting to the Schools of the Prophets was owing to the 
# carc of good Parents : The happy proficzency he ſhewed in his ſtudies 
| there, to God's bleſſing upon his own great induſiry in rilling that 
4 rich ſoil that tell ro his lor : Which when it had brought to pcrtc- 
F tion that plentiful crop, that berimcs began to groan tor the hook, 
invited hungry ſouls to deſire to be fed therewith, and brought him 
I ro be an carly Shepherd in feeding Ghriſt's ſheep and lambs, Which 
| will lead me on to conſider him. : 
Firſt, in his Preaching, and ſo we find him feeding the flock of 
8 God, amongſt which he was, taking the overſight thereof, not by cn: 
| ftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Incre, but of a ready mind ; not 
& as lording it over God's heritage, but as berng an example to the 
W Hock, 1 Pet. 5. 2. 3. Preaching the word, berng inſtant in ſeaſcn, out 
| of ſeaſon, reproving, rebuking, exhorting, with all lone-ſuffering and 
{| 21, 2 Tim, 4. 2. And 


> $o# AI = 498. CW ———— 


5 Mn, 


_—— <= 
* 


© << a - 
& 


_ 


_ _ 2 o [4 


T_arcqeqcqcncnqs. 


AVOEPTY DORN, IJERTH.- 39 
' Andthough 1 am far from being ſo bold or prefumptuous, as. ta 


cenſuremy brethren, who do not think it their dyty 4:5 wenzre, ad 
multtram, yet give me leave ro pay due honour to-the Jabours of 
ſuch, who in ſo doing cannut be luſpeRed to ſeck any thing elſe than 
the benci:t of the fou's commirted 10 their care. | 
For hjs own part, he did willingly [prnd, and was (ſpent for his. 
Flock, 2 Cor. 12. 15. and burnt our his taper the ſooner, in humane 
probabiurv, by hghting it, as we ſay, at both ends. Periznaczuuſly 
continuirg in his Eerd's work, even then when himſelt did by his 
providence c.1/} hm off ; as thinking, that Imperatorem decet ſten- 
tem mort concen norem eenceonainem: And endeavouring to cemu- 
late "the indutiry of fome worthy men beforc him,whom death found 
employed-in the minitterial work. He had prepared- what he was, 
not able ro communicate in the Pulpir, ſuch in{tructions as ſhould 
have helped you in keeping this laſt Paſſover, ſo ſoon after which 
he »yent ro keep the | catt in Heaven. | | 
Secondly, let us conſider him in his /zfe; and in this ſenſe, whe- 
r1ct a Clergy-man Preach more or leſs in the Church, he ought to: 
prewh every dry to the people; by being an example to the Flock, 
t Per. F. 3: and 7o the Belicters a pattern, wm Word, mn Converſa- 
1zon, im Chariy, in Faith, in Purity. Kere let us conſider him. 
Firſt, as the Maffcr of a Family; and as the Apoſtle faith, He. 
that knoweth not hows to rule his wn bouſe, how ſhall he take care 
of ihe Church of God? 1 Tim. 3, 3. In this he was an cxample to the, 
flock, and to other thepherds alſo. In his ſingular love and render- 
ncſs ro his I:fc (manitcſted, as ail along, ſo chictly at Jall, in his fer-, 
vent pravers tor her and her children, and his carnell recommending: 
of them to the love and care of furviving friends.) In his fatheely., 
love and care for his ch:/dren. As to their bedtes, and the concerns, 
of this lite (maniteſt m his denying himlelt in ſeveral reſpedts, that-. 
he might make a comfortable proviſion for them.) As to their ſarls,, 
both in their 220-2/ concerns Hhewed in the good education he ate 
forded them, ro the Gualitying, of them in ſome reſpeas, beygnd.” 
molt of their neighbours;) And in their {p:4:ua/ concerns Cans 
in the diligence Fi uſed in-inftructing thew, by «0rd when, rhey* 
were with him, by /etters when they were removed from, hin, | 
rcmemb.r: 


/TrTorv OVP JEALTN. 

| remember their Creator, to make conſcience of their ways, and 

ro take care of their ſouls in the firſt place : and finally by 
= _ prayers, whereby he recommended them to God at 

| And Il hope may truly fay it, as to what hath appeared atready ; 

' and that they will {till give me occaſion to fpeak it, by what ſhall 
appear for the future, that his labours of this-narure have nor been 
in vain in the Lord. And that herein he hath not only afforded an 
example to others in doing his duty, bur alſo hath left them excou- 
ragement to expeCt that the doing of it ſhall not want good ſucceſs 
in their Families. 

Secondly, let us look upon him in a little larger capacity, as a 
neighbour and friend. And here we cannot mention without great 
commendation, the perfect concord and tender Hove that continued 
between him and his near re/r ons, though placed under the diſad- 
vantage of . ſome circumſtances that might have interrupted that 
union, had not grace,and well-rempered ſpirits,continued the cement. 
% Beſide this, his loving and frzendly carr: ge toward all men, but 

[7 eſpecially thoſe of the houſbold of Faith did commend him, both as 

'#' a defirable member of Soczety, and as a man adoring that Mnifle- 

15. 74a] FunAtion, which employs us in preaching the Goſpel of Peace, 

''# and commending God unto the World as the God of love and pearr. 

* Add to this his natural and unaffected g-avziy, which as it pre- 

yented his years in the beginning, ſo it 1avourcd nor of pride or 

furlineſs, but was a vy good ornament to miniſterial Authority, 

and left no man juſt reaſon ro deſp:ſe him. 

| Thifdly, let us lookupon him in a yer more enlarged capacity, as 

| a Chriſtian, or a member of the Church of God; and thus he left 

.martter of commendation to himſelf, and of imitation to us, by his 

ſingular ſobriety and temperance, Wherein poſlibly, his \ 
ſelf-denial, he might have needed St. Paul's advice to 7;mwo- 

thy, to drink oftner a little Wine, for his flomacks ſake, and his ma- 

1 wy anfirmzties, r Tim. 5. 23. Yet certainly his great abſtemiouſneſs 

Wi gave a check to the unhappy fault in others in his preſence. 

HY -And yet neither the rectiredneſs and abſtemiouſneſs of Sr. Joh 
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fhall exempt them from ſcandal, who are ſer to reprove the ſins of 
A "nc omg of wipers. Bur w1ſdoms 5s juſtified of all ber children, 
Marth.-11. 19. 

He was alſo a peaceable man, and a peacemater, and th 
anſwered his title of an Emb1ſſador of Peace, who is entruſted to 
diſpence that {ruit of the lips which is peace, peace. He was faithful 
in adhering to the Church of Englind, of which he was a member, 
and a Son, as I can witneſs, from what he fpake to me not Jong be- 
fore his end ; and as was cvident in his earnelt deſtre ro receive the 
Lord's Supper, when he apprehended his cnd ro draw nigh. 

Bur his p-ety and: detot407 was ſo eminent,that therein he exceed- 
ed moſt ot his age; which his private Books will teſtify : Wherein 
he recorded God's eminent merczes, eſpecially (prritual, vouchſafed 
to him and his, and alſo contrary paſſages of providence in the ſeries 
of his whole life, with pious reflefF:ons and ejaculations attending 
each particular. His exemplary diligence in __ duties, both 
retiredly by himſelf, pr-vately with his Wife, and alſo with his Fa- 
mily ; as alſo his ſeriouſneſs in pubhck exerciſes, will thew that Hor 
—_ was his temper, Re/:g:on his buſineſs, and Heater his: end 
and aim. 

And thither let us follow him, art leaſt for the preſent, ler us: at- 
rend him to the mount of corrupticn, his ſick-bed, from whence he 
rook his aſcent thither. And the relation of Gad's dealings with 
bim there, and of his behaviour under God's hand, 1 muſt preface 
with the words of Datid, Mark the perfett man, and behold the up- 
right ; for the end of that man is peace, Plal. 394. 37. Or with this 
compariſon ; As the Rivers when they draw near the Ocean into 
which they diſcharge themſelves, begin to receive more of 'its ſa+ 
your, it mceting them upon the way with its brackiſh waves; ſo 
this River that had ſo long m2de glad the City of God, when it was 
about to diſembogue it ſelt into the Occan ot Erernivy, was vouch- 
fafed ro have Heaven to meet it upon the way, in the þleſſed anti« 
cipation of an heavenly temper and fruztion. 

Witneſs, F:rff, his ſingular paticace, which had zts poſer work 
m him, when cxcrciſed under the rediouſneſs and igintnefs of a lin+ 
gring diſtemper, attended with failing and-nauſcouſneſs of appetite, 
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iacrruption of ſleep, yea and great and exquiſite -pains; which: at 
| ſorneterarsihe endured rowards. his later end. All which he ſuffercd 
with great perſeverance of patience, expreſſing ſome jealouſie over 
himſelf, '[ctr-be thouſd ſeem re difcoyer the Icalt of impatience in 
bearing the _ of God. 

..' Secumtly, the fircngth of his F:4zth, whereby he gave g/05'y to God, 
Romy:ro; Not ſtuigerimg att boſe promiſes through un lief, of which 
he/had cadeavenrced £o-beger a belict in others, nonot: then when 
the hape of the hypocrite doth pert/h,7 his vellel of grace was brimpult 
of coniſol uten.(ro ule his own expreiteon) not in an airy or enthuſialii- 
cal fenſe, bur as the fruit of a ſtedfaft Farth built upon a rock, and 
the acccrnpliſhment of thoſe gracious diſcoyerics of his love, which 
God had. tormerly vouchfated him in rhe time of his health, eſpe- 
cially aſter grear zeal expreſlcd in rejigious exerciſes, 

Thirdly, Eis Devotun did norfiag or languilh ; in pub/l:ck he 
was a burning and ſhining light, even then when he was lo far ſpent 
as to be advanced to a Fro/criger © He ſpent all his Oyl in giving 
Jighr in the Church of God ; all his ſtrength was laid our in his 
Maſters work : When reſtrained from Officiating in publick by a 
Super-ſeders from þ eaven, yer ſtill in his own perſon, or with the 
alliſtance of Chriſlian t ricnds, he con!1mued inſtant in Prayer , yea, 
'evcn then 'when he was not able to cry or ſpeak , rill at lait he wat- 

red up his Soul ro Heaven upon the wings of Frayer. And this 
zealous El:j1h was thither Tranllated as in a Fzery Chariot , condu- 
 &ed by thoſe Angels that rejoyce in one Member added either to 
the Militant cr Triumphant Church. 

And now, ro conclude ; Firſt giye me leave to ſpeak a few words 
to you my Reverend Brethren v1 the Clergy, and make beld ro joyn 
my ſelf alſo as an unworthy Brother ; Let us ?3/e my Prethren, the 

Prophets, who have ſpoken znihe m 1me of the Lord for an example, 
Zam.5.10. Weare taught by our Church devourly ro bleſs God fr 
all his ſervants departed! his hfege his f1uth and fear,md to befeech 
him togrve us grace ſo to follow their good examples, that at Laſt we 
may inherit his heavenly kinzdom.We have in this our Reverend Bro- 
ther an eminent example of piety,induſtry,zeal, gravity, love,peacca- 
bleneſs, gentleneſs, and uſetulnets:in his Family, and amonglt all his, 
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Rel utives ſach as 1 will not ſay to you, bur to my felt I maſt confets 
E-ath afforded matrer of regret and ſhame , ro conſider that in my 
atrainments, and the management of my felt in my Office I have 
come far thorter of him , then in years : Certainly hs zeal may help 
to provoke and kindle Zeal for God in all of us. 

Secondly, to you of his Family, Twworrld not have you, 1 know you 
are not ;7gnorant of him that is afleep, that you ſorrow not as others 
that have no -P ; for if ye beheve that Telus vyed,ond roſe again, 
even ſo him and all others 7h.1t fleep in Jeſus ſhall God bring with 
him; herefore comfort one another wth theſe Words , 1 lhe. 4. 
I3, 14, 18, 

Let his memory be always precious with you, and his /ove warm 
in your hcarts : let his £xmp/- be 1till betore your eyes, and the 
good things that he hath letr __ record, for your ſat:isfation and 
encouragement as to his Eternal eitate , let them be as Naz/s, and as 
Goad's to you to ſettle you in goodneſs, and ro provoke you to go 
forward in the wayes of truc Piety. 

And though God hath in great mercy placed you ahove the ne- 
ceſſiry of a miraculous proviſion, yer I dare boldly ſay, that ſooner 
would God work a Miracle, then that the F.:-1z/y ot ſuch a Prophet 
Living as becomes ſuch a mans Family, ſhould come to want. 

Thirdly , Laſtly to you of this Farith ; it is remarkable that God : 
hath bleſſed you with Able and Worthy men to be Guides. to your 
Souls , at leaſt as long as the Eldelt of you can remember ; and 
which is another mercy, that God hath Iengrhened our.their lives a- 
mong 1 ou, ſo that though there have been Removes, yet not one 
Minitter of this Pariſh hath dyed here in above Seventy years. laſt 
alt, | | 
a Here ſtand ſtill , and conſider what God could have done more to 
this his Vineyard, which he h:th not done, But what Fruit hath ir 
brought forth by way of &eturn ? I charge not, nor cenſure you in 
the leaſt ; bur Exammel beſeech you your own ſetves, whether you 
be in the Faiih, prove your ſelves, Whether Chriſt be formed in you : 
Let every man prove his own Works. 

Again, Let the memory of Gods faithful Miniſters be pretions a- 
mong you, eſpecially of ths m_— Perſon now with God. . Be _ 
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of them that hate and malign rhem*rhat reprove in the Gate. 

Pay God to razſe you up a Paſtor after. his can heart, a Taith- 
ful and able man that may fee@rhis people with the words of whol- 
ſom dodtine, and /ezd them by the pattern of an holy and exem- 
plary life. 

Remember them that have ipokcn to yort in the name the Lord, 
whoſe Faith follow, knowing ihe end of Theory conter(atect, Heb. 1 >, 
7, For your Fathers, where are they ? and the Frephets, de they lrue 
for ever ? but Gods Iord . and his Statutes which he commuinded 
his ſervants the Prophets,did they not take hold on our Faihers? and 
will they not take hold on you ? Zech. 1. 5, 6. 

Be ye not therctore ffor/5ju! , but fullutwers of them , whottrereh 
faith and patience inherit the Fromes ; that when: the J:ft Fr: Fly 
that is ro be deſtroyed thall attault you, it may ccme difarmed of a 
S$77ng;that ye may be able ro fay triumphanrly,ODenth where 15 thy 
'Srine, O Grave where is thyVitfory ? thanks be fo God tht erweth 
us the Vittory through cur [ord Jelus Chrif?. Which Ged of his 
Mercy grant, through the Merits of him who 7hrongh Death ower- 
came him that had power of Ne ith, even the Detil, Now to th: 
Bleſſed Trinity be G'ory and Dominion for cycr and eyer. Amen 


